and how we can best combine to implement these new
proposals made by the British Government for the
advancement of India now and in the future."
The conference dragged on, but the country was
out of frustration. And a new hope was in the air.
Maulana Azad covered himself with glory by his sane
approach. Mr. Jinnah was, however, intransigent He
declined to relent from the impossible stand which
the League had taken as regards its representative
character. As the result of this attitude the Simla
Conference was dissolved. Lord Wavell gracefully!
took the responsibility for the failure on himself. But
it was admitted on all hands that he had done his best
to ensure success.
The Congress had achieved distinct triumph and
established a record for strength, unity and states-
manship. The sense of frustration had been over-
come. The bitterness which marked Indo-British rela-
tions had been laid at rest, maybe for a time. The
whole country had rallied round the Congress as the
spearhead of the national movement. Nationalist
Muslims who had been disheartened on account of the
aggressive nature of the Muslim League found a new
hope. Mr. Jinnah, from the point of view of Disrap-
tionism, claimed to have escaped a snare. Before the
whole world, however, he stood exposed as the one
man who stood between the country and its freedom.
(5)
The British Government learnt a lesson from the
failure of the Simla Conference. They found that
they cannot go on sitting on the fence, favouring
Nationalism and Disruptionism by turns. It was clear
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